The Wyoming Game and Fish Department sampled fisheries in the upper

Bull Lake Creek drainage within the Fitzpatrick Wilderness in early August.
Twelve lakes were surveyed and only one, Shield Lake, had no fish. Golden
trout were found in all other lakes that were visited. Fish up to 19.4 inches
were found and good numbers were discovered in most lakes (Table 1).
Four Creek Lake and Sassafras Lake provide the best opportunity to catch a
trophy golden trout. Marked Tree Lake, the lowest lake sampled in the
drainage, also supports cutthroat trout. The creek upstream of Marked Tree
Lake has natural barriers that prevent cutthroat trout from migrating to

other lakes with golden trout populations.
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Under the Water, continued

The upper Bull Lake drainage is a good area for anglers seeking golden trout. For those thinking about
planning a trip, it is important to note that this is a rugged drainage with few trails and lots of fallen
trees. The most popular route is over Hays Pass from the west side of the Wind River Mountain Range.
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Upper Golden Lake in the Bull Lake Creek drainage.

Table 1. Number, mean length (inches) and length range (inches) of fish captured by gill nets in lakes sam-
pled in the Bull Lake Creek drainage in the Fitzpatrick Wilderness July 31 — Aug 8, 2015.

Lake Trout Number Mean Length Length Range
Species (inches) (inches)
Dennis Golden 12 11.3 6.2—15.7
Four Creek Golden 23 8.8 5.1-19.4
Golden Golden 13 12.2 7.2—15.9
Knife Blade Golden 27 10.0 7.1-14.4
Lake Louise Golden 2 11.1 8.6—13.5
Marked Tree Golden 2 11.1 9.2-13.0
Cutthroat 10 11.6 7.5-14.4
Pitcher Golden 24 7.6 5.1-13.3
Three Creek Golden 21 8.3 3.5-11.0
Sassafras Golden 24 7.4 2.8-19.3
Upper Golden Golden 13 8.7 6.5-13.3
Warrior Golden 24 8.2 6.4—10.3
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In the Air
Bat blitz

On August 28 and 29, the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department’s Nongame section held
a Bat Blitz at Central Wyoming College’s
Sink’s Canyon Center in Lander. The Bat Blitz
was part of a national trapping and outreach effort coordinated by the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network.
This was the second annual national event, but the first year Wyoming participated.
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Almost everyone who came out got to learn about these ®" . % 79 \,‘F

fascinating creatures and see a bat up close. Several |o- |4 .
cal school children brought their parents out and an en-
thusiastic group of college students visited on the sec-
ond night. The event was spearheaded by Nongame
Technician Alexandria Marquardt with help from Non-
game biologists Laura Beard, Nichole Cudworth, and
Zack Walker and Game Warden Linnea Sailor.

See this and more on the
Lander Region Webpage!
Visit:
wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/

Lander-Region
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Photos clockwise from top left: Alexandria Marquardt setting up a mist net to
capture bats; retrieving a bat from a net; holding a little brown bat; spreading out
the wing membrane to age a bat.
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In the Mountains
Atlantic Creek drainage survey

Trophy brook trout from Saddlebag Lakes.

Every year Game and Fish samples different groups of alpine lakes in the Wind River Mountains. The Atlan-
tic Creek drainage, a tributary to the Little Popo Agie River located within the Popo Agie Wilderness of the
Shoshone National Forest, was the focus of sampling efforts in 2015. Three lakes historically managed for
golden trout were surveyed; Windy, Upper Saddlebags, and Lower Saddlebags lakes.

Windy Lake was once consistently stocked with golden trout from the 1950s through 1993. Stocking ceased
after 1993 because a large wildfire decimated Wyoming’s golden trout brood source. Game and Fish eventu-
ally re-established a golden trout brood source, and stocking of Windy Lake resumed in 2006. Sampling in
2015 showed that the Windy Lake golden trout fishery is again flourishing. A gill net set in the lake had a
high catch rate of golden trout. Additionally, fish were sampled across a broad size range (7 to 16 inches), in-
dicating that stocked fish are surviving and growing.

Similar to Windy Lake, the golden trout fisher-
ies at Upper Saddlebags and Lower Saddle-
bags lakes (hereafter referred to as the Saddle-
bags lakes) were temporarily lost after 1993.
Golden trout were restocked in 2006; however,
a mistake caused the accidental stocking of
brook trout along with golden trout. The

brook trout soon out -competed and consumed
the golden trout until only a small number of
goldens survived after 2009. Meanwhile, the
brook trout grew big and by 2012 fish over 6
pounds were reported. In recent years, more
anglers have visited the Saddlebags lakes to
try to catch these trophy brook trout but the

rigorous hike (the lakes are located at almost _ _
Golden trout from the Atlantic Creek drainage.
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